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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
today reported the following developments in world agriculture and trade. 


‘Ua 
U.S. AGRICULTURAL TRADE 


U.S. agricultural exports during July 1987 totaled 12.6 million metric 
tons, up 70 percent fram the 7.4 million tons exported during July 1986 and up 
26 percent from June 1987. Increased wheat sales to Eygpt, the USSR and China, 
plus strong barley sales to Saudi Arabia under the Export Enhancement Program, 
were largely responsible. Agricultural export value totaled $2.39 billion, up 
40 percent over July 1986 and 15 percent above June 1987 levels. Strong soybean 
and grain and feed sales accounted for much of the year-to-year increase. Value 
also increased for raw cotton and tobacco, as well as a number of high-value 
products such as dairy products, cattle hides, poultry, beef, pork, fresh 
non-citrus fruit and tree nuts. 


Export volume during the first 10 months of fiscal 1987 totaled 107.9 
million tons, up 16 percent from the same period a year earlier. Grains 
accounted for most of the rise as lower U.S. prices, reduced competitor supplies 
and the Export Enhancement Program increased the U.S. share of the world grain 
trade. Other significant gainers included soybean meal, cotton, poultry 
products, furskins, beef and fresh fruits and vegetables. Export volume for 
each of the last two months of the fiscal year must average 10.6 million tons to 
reach the USDA forecast of 129 million tons. In the last four months, exports 
have averaged 11.1 million tons each month. 


Cumulative U.S. agricultural exports during October-July totaled $23.4 
billion, up $866 million (4 percent) from the same period last year. Lower 
world prices for major grain and feed products offset musch of the volume 
increase of 16 percent. USDA forecasts fiscal 1987 exports at $28 billion, up 6 
percent from last year. Increased livestock, horticulture and cotton exports 
are expected to account for most of the gain. 


Imports for July totaled $1.7 billion, down 5 percent from July 1986. 
This brought the October-July import total to $17.5 billion, down 1 percent from 
the same period last year, due in part to a substantial decline in coffee 
prices. USDA forecasts imports for fiscal 1987 at $20.5 billion, down 2 percent 
from last year. 


SALLY KLUSARITZ, Editor, Tel. (202) 447-3448. Additional copies may be 
obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5922-S, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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July's agricultural trade surplus reached $684 million, up $381 million 
from June and the 12th month in a row the U.S. has had a surplus. July's 
performance brought the agricultural trade surplus during the first 10 months of 
fiscal 1987 to $5.9 billion, up $1.03 billion from the $4.8 billion level of the 
same period last year. The fiscal 1987 trade surplus is forecast at $7.5 
billion, up from $5.4 billion in 1986. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion Dollars) 


wenn FISCAL YEAR-----~ ~--------OCT-JUNE-------- 
1986 1987 Percent 1986 1987 Percent 
Actual Forecast Change Actual Actual Change 


Exports 26.3 28.0 +6 222 23.4 +4 
Imports 20.9 20.5 a Tied L735 =] 
Trade 5.4 FS roe 4.8 So cr, 
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U.S. AGRICULTURAL IMPORTS FROM ALL SOURCES 


OCTOBER 1985 - JULY 1987 

CUMULATIVE TO DATE CURRENT MONTH ( JULY, >) 

COMMODITIES UNIT QUANTITY s VALUE QUANTITY VALUE 
}----------------------- 2% p----------------------- He ee te % 
:10/85-07/86:10/86-07/87:DIF :10/85-07/86: 10/86-07/87:DIF : 1986 1987 :DIF 1986 1987 OIF 

SUGAR & TROP. PRODS. 

SUGAR, RAW & REFINED: MT : 1746,037 1369,917 -22 582,194 444,392 -24 188,438 158,777 -16 60 ,633 51,664 -15 
SWEETENERS.......... = OMT. <3 1006,536 818,254 -19 286,466 217,443 -24 91,938 68,785 -25 27,767 20,775 -25 
COCOA & PRODUCTS....: MT : 421,377 433,308 +3 1,004,873 934,855 -7 48,493 35,911 -26 102,980 76,948 -25 
(Ga sscacgowantoc cos Ll S 1027, 842 1006,958 -2 3,708,112 2,814,817 -24 95,829 105,983 +11 358,469 235,954 -34 
ESSENTIAL, OLUS aan es 9,299 10,537 +13 95,007 97,625 +3 745 1,390 +87 8,664 10,606 +22 
MEAs cicsetaterensitcetereieesycascsten cr limes 74,091 68,870 -7 V4 z9 97,398 =15 8,950 §,823 -35 12,220 7,333 -40 
SPICES ceveteteeiesietstseer nate eee 137,230 143,292 +4 306,209 331,096 +8 15,343 13562455 ="1 37,596 34,114 -9 
FIBERS Scuretencsreepcr te Nt ets 45,978 43,860 -5 26,501 24,919 -6 5,848 3,933 —33 3,493 2,579 -26 
RUBBER & ALLIED GUMS: MT : 689,978 702,533 +2 SZ 7g aoe 600,659 +14 70,702 74,743 +6 55,048 64,609 +17 
OTHER) .[oiceresecevsvesjorags texas 122,563 135,430 +10 11,896 12,463 +5 
TOTAL A 5.5.5. c:sterstaccteists) KXe 6,773,497 5,698,635 -16 678,765 517,046 -24 
GRAND TOTAL.......: XXX: 17,649,694 17,535,941 -] 1777,264 1701,524 -4 


NOTE: VALUE UNITS ARE IN THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS. LITER UNITS ARE IN THOUSANDS OF UNITS. 

XXX INDICATES QUANTITY TOTALS ARE NOT MEANINGFUL WHERE UNITS OF MEASURE DIFFER. 

--- INDICATES CHANGE LESS THAN 1 PERCENT. ««* INDICATES CHANGE GREATER THAN 999 PERCENT. 
1/ INCLUDES BY-PRODUCTS. 


SOURCE: U.S. CENSUS’ DATA (UNADJUSTED). 
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